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CONVOCATION

Hon’ble Minister of Education
(Primary, Secondary and Adult); Higher and Technical Education, 

Food and Civil Supplies, Consumer Affairs and Science & Technology, Government of Gujarat

Shri Bhupendrasinh Chudasama

Rai University is committed to inclusion and innovation in education through 
philanthropy and pioneering initiatives. Rai University provides world class education 
and empowering opportunities for all sections of society, especially to the needs of the 
underprivileged girls who are provided free education including boarding and lodging. 
Rai University is a pioneer in ushering in innovative learning practices that build skills, 
develop inventive thinking, enhance employability & foster an entrepreneurial 
mindset. Under the "Discover India" program foreign students from Universities like 
Yale, Princeton, Harvard, Stanford, MIT visit India and experience our rich culture and 
diversity. We believe that education is the greatest enabler of social transformation 
and progress & are ever conscious of the Universities’ greater role towards shaping 
mindsets and building character. 

PROGRAM

10:00 am : Lighting of the Lamp and Saraswati Vandana

10:05 am : Welcome by Dr. Harbeen Arora, Chancellor

10:10 am : Conferment of Degree on Graduating Students

10:20 am : Conferment of Honorary Doctorate Degree on H.E. Mr. Burak 
Akçapar and his acceptance speech

10:25 am : Conferment of Honorary Doctorate Degree on H.E. Mr. Gustavo de 
Arístegui and his acceptance speech

10:30 am : Conferment of Honorary Doctorate Degree on Prof. Richard 
D’Aveni and his acceptance speech

10:50 am : Address by Hon’ble Chief Guest Shri Bhupendrasinh Chudasama

10:55 am : Felicitation of Hon’ble Chief Guest Shri 

11:00 am : Launch of Gujarat MOOCs

11:05 am : Vote of Thanks by Dr. Charu Acharya, Dy. Provost

11:10 am : Tea 

Bhupendrasinh Chudasama
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Chief Guest



Honorary Doctorate Recipients 

H.E. Mr. Gustavo de Arístegui
Doctor of Diplomacy and Law, 
honoris causa

A Diplomat in Law 
from the Universidad 
Pontificia Comillas, he 
is Professor of the 
M a s t e r  i n  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Relations and Visiting 
P r o f e s s o r  o f  
International Law at 
numerous places. He 
is the Founder of Ambassador of Spain to India

The Embassy of Spain in New Delhi

Prof. Richard D’Aveni
Doctor of Strategic Management, 
honoris causa

Professor, Tuck School of Business
Dartmouth College

H.E. Mr. Burak Akçapar 
Doctor of Diplomacy & 
International Relations, honoris causa

Burak Akçapar, a 
p h e n o m e n a l  
diplomat and an 
expert on interna-
tional relations, he 
has made success-
ful efforts to promote 
regional cooperation 
and stability among 
nations. He has 
always focused on 

Ambassador of Turkey to India
Turkey Embassy in New Delhi

social issues and led many peace initiatives to 
bring harmony across borders. 

Being an accomplished scholar and writer he 
has authored the book, “Turkey's New 
European Era,” on the country's foreign policy 
and national security culture, which has been 
widely read and highly appreciated across the 
world. He has also co-authored "The Debate 
on Democratization in the Broader Middle 
East and North Africa" (2004, Tesev). 

As an Associate Prof. he has completed a 
variety of academic degree and executive 
training programs at a number of colleges and 
universities in Turkey, Germany and the United 
States as well as the Turkish Diplomatic 
Academy.

With his brilliant understanding and passion-
ate attitude, he has successfully handled 
diverse profiles and served twice as the Head 
of the Planning Department at Directorate 
General for Policy Planning of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs.

Being a great supporter of strong ties between 
India and Turkey, he has taken radical steps to 
strengthen bilateral relations between the two 
nations. He has been conferred with the Award 
for Excellence by NATO's Secretary General 
for his contribution to the North Atlantic 
Alliance.

Geostrategy Foreign Policy Program and 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  R e l a t i o n s ,  " R a d i o  
Intereconomía". 

Dedicated to promote inter faith and inter 
re l ig ious dia logue and support  the 
Fundamental rights, he founded the Tolerance 
and Freedom Foundation. 

He is an ardent advocate for greater coopera-
tion among nations, who possess enormous 
concern for international issues relating not 
only to Spain, but world such as international 
security, strategic alliances, terrorism, and the 
Arab–Israeli conflict. 

Various issues addressed by him as the 
conventional Chief of Staff of the Spanish 
Ministry of the Interior, are international 
organized crime, international terrorism, 
domestic terrorism, parliamentary affairs, and 
European affairs. 

He has also been the President of the Non-
governmental Organisation- International 
Science and Society Reflection.

Being a great author and endowed educator, 
he has published hundreds of articles in 
international newspapers such as The 
Washington Post, The Washington Times, and 
Miami Herald. He has also authored several 
books on Islam including Islam against Islam 
and The Jihad in Spain and avant-garde books 
on global politics and international security. 

Richard D'Aveni is one 
of the pre-eminent 
strategists of his 
generation. D'Aveni 
a lways g ives  h is  
audience a new way to 
see the world. That's 
just one reason why 
the Thinkers50 named 
him in CNN, Forbes 
and Harvard Business 

Review as one of the top 50 management and 
strategy thinkers in the world.

D'Aveni is the Bakala Professor of Strategy at 
the Ivy-League Tuck School of Business at 
Dartmouth College. He is a winner of the 
prestigious A. T. Kearney Award for his research, 
and a leading strategy consultant worldwide. He 
has advised and worked with the President or 
Prime Minister of two G-7 countries, the 
European Parliament, the French Senat, 
members of the Saudi Royal family, and the Vice 
President of Indonesia, among others. 

He consults to Fortune 500 companies as well 
as governments and some of the world's 
wealthiest families, helping them shape their 
winning strategies. He has consulted with over 
30 CEOs in the Fortune and Global 500 and 
seven billionaire families on the Forbes list of the 
wealthiest 100 in the world. His client list 
includes some of the world's best-known 
companies. Among them: GE, Intel, Corning, 
General Motors, Pepsico, Pfizer and Anheuser-
Busch; and major European companies, such as 
Fininvest Italia, Philips Electronics, and Reuters.

D'Aveni has published six books and heralded 
game-changing concepts as reflected in his 
eponymous book titles, including the ground-
breaking book on corporate spheres of 
influence, Strategic Supremacy; and his most 
recent book, Strategic Capitalism. 

Chief Guest

Shri Bhupendrasinh Chudasama
Award of Excellence in Public Service

A firm believer of 
Ekatm Manavavaad of 
Pand i t  D inadaya l  
Upadhyay, and an able 
administrator, he is 
currently the Minister 
for Education, Law 
and Justice, Food, 
Civil Supplies and 
Consumer affa i rs,  
Panchayats, Rural 

Hon’ble Minister of Education
Govt. of Gujarat

Housing and Rural Development Department. 
He has sworn in four times as the Cabinet 
Minister. He was the Vice Chairman of State 
Planning Commission. In 2002, he had sworn in 
as the Minister for Agriculture, Co-operation, 
Animal Husbandry, Fisheries, Cow Breeding, 
Panchayati Raj and Housing whereas prior to 
this he twice sworn in as Minister of Agriculture. 
He has served the society as a full time social 
worker and worked with compassion in the flood 
and famine affected areas. 

His area of interest has been to contribute in 
water conservation and through his relentless 
efforts he has managed to solve the water 
problems in rural areas. A lawyer by profession, 
he envisaged the importance of the Narmada 
Project for the State and played a crucial role for 
the Narmada Dam against the Medha Patkar and 
other protestors in the Supreme Court as well as 
in the field (Gujarat, M.P., Maharashtra and 
Delhi). Water conservation has been his area of 
interest. He studied the problems of rural areas 
and solved it through his experience. 

The best example of that can be seen at Dholka 
Primary School, where he has developed rain 
water Harvesting System since 1995. Pioneer for 
the Horticulture development in the Gujarat 
State, he established the Horticulture 
Department, separately from the agriculture. 
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